Steps in the Family Centered Early Supports and Services Process
1. Referral – Any parent who has a concern about their child’s development can complete a referral to Family Centered Early Supports and Services (ESS).  This is a request to meet with the family and discuss options.

2. Intake Meeting – This is the first meeting you will have with  ESS to discuss your child’s development.  The Intake Coordinator from ESS will schedule this with you.  A brief screening of your child’s development may take place.

3.  Evaluation- A team of therapists from a few different areas of development will come to your home to complete an evaluation of your child’s development.  Areas to be tested may include speech and language, developmental and motor skills.  This test must be administered in your child’s home language.

4. Determination of Eligibility – Once the testing is complete, you will meet with the ESS team to discuss the results. The results will be explained to you and a decision will be made by the team whether your child meets eligibility requirements for services.

5. Development of the Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) - If a child is found eligible for services, the team meets to create an IFSP.  This is a document which states the child’s present level of development, goals for the child and family and what services will be provided to work toward these goals.  An IFSP is written together with the family.

6. Monitoring- The therapist and family must meet at least every six months to review and update the plan.  A full evaluation is completed once a year and a child is either found to be eligible for continued services or is discharged from the program.

7. Turning Three-When a child turns three, an evaluation is completed, either by ESS or by the schools district.  If eligible, the child will continue to receive services through the local school district.

