SOUTHERN NH SERVICES, INC CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

HOLIDAY PHILOSOPHY

SNHS, Inc Child Development Program recognizes that children have individual rates of development as well as individual temperaments, interests, languages, cultural back grounds and learning styles.  We strive to provide high quality environments that accept, support and respect gender, ethnicity, lifestyle, languages and family compositions.  We do not promote activities or materials that endorse stereotypes but instead model respect to others.  We celebrate all children and families. The following key points are to be taken into account when planning curriculum and activities:

1. Holidays never drive the curriculum

2. It’s important to be culturally diverse all year long – don’t use an ethnic group to push a holiday celebration
3. Use opportunities within the classroom to discuss misconceptions about particular groups of people.

4. Follow the children’s lead.  Teachers should never push their own views on children and families.

5. Preschool children have a limited understanding of time concepts, may not remember what they did with their family last year, and may have difficulty thinking about what celebrations take place several weeks from now.

6. Incorporate open-ended activities that give children choices about what they make and how they are used. 
7. All activities must be developmentally appropriate to the children in the center.  Activities should be designed to promote child initiative and investigation, stimulating creativity, language and active participation.

8. Think about ways to respond to what children notice.  For example, many objects children notice-pumpkins, gourds, lights, decorated trees-can become materials for scientific observation rather than holiday related activities.

9. Be concerned about learning process rather than the finished process.  This must be kept in mind when planning holidays.  We avoid commercial materials; decorations should be child made and unique, not cookie cutter alike; we do not provide models for creative work; emphasize the doing and using of materials over completing a specific product.

10. Think about ways to involve family members.

   11.Conversations are okay!
12.  Do not assume everyone from the same ethnic group celebrates holidays the same way.  

13.  Ask yourself, “What is the purpose of this activity?  Is it developmentally appropriate?  Is it related to their lives?  If not, why am I introducing it.”

14.  Be sensitive to the possibility that families with very low incomes may find certain holidays stressful because of the enormous amount of commercialization and media pressure to buy.

`15. Research is important to avoid the “tourist approach” to holidays
FAQ:

Can you use colors that are associated with that holiday (green and red in December)?

As long as the activity is not tied to a holiday, you can use colors as seems appropriate.  For example, you can use green and red finger paint in December, as long as the activity is an open ended art creative activity.

Is it alright to celebrate Mother’s and Father’s Day?

Be very careful of the various family structures within our society.  It may be best to celebrate a “special person day” instead.

What about pumpkins vs. jack-o-lanterns?

Pumpkins and gourds are a good venue for scientific exploration.  If the children want to put a face on a pumpkin and it is initiated by them, it can become a lesson on something such as facial features and/or emotions.
What is the policy on celebrating birthdays?

Each class can have a birthday chart in the classroom.  We should refrain from individual celebrations and we discourage families from bringing the celebration into the classroom.

This philosophy was developed at the 2008-2009 Education Advisory Committee with input from staff, families and ECE professionals (school district principals, an early childhood reading specialist, Childcare Resource and Referral Coordinators, the Manchester Community College Department Chair, and faculty from Nashua Community College).
